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Engineered For Performance

CALL FOR INFORMATION AND A DISTRIBUTOR NEAR YOU!

• Two center structural columns offer increased stability and 
superior strength

• Advanced contouring connections
• Latching mechanism allows for quick installation
• Four-foot chamber lengths are easy to handle and install
• Supports wheel loads of 16,000 lbs/axle with 12” of cover

The ATL system is a sand-lined treatment
 and dispersal leachfield system 
consisting of 6 components.

• Produces Class 1 (EPA secondary) 
  treated effluent
• A passive advanced leachfield treatment 

– no moving parts or power required
• Modules are quick and easy to install
• Shallow system maximizes site suitability and reduces 

amount of sand fill required

• Easy to Assemble
• No Tools or Adhesive
• Watertight – Gasketed 

Connection
• Nest Together for Efficient 

Shipping
• Available in 2, 6 and 12 Inch 

Heights
• Strong, Durable, Polypropylene 

Construction

Click and Lock Riser 
Technology
Create an easy-to-assemble 
watertight riser system for septic 
tanks, pump tanks, and cisterns. 
Click and lock system eliminates 
the need for assembly tools. 

Angel Mustin, Area Sales Representative
(251) 359-4670

Alan Nipp, Regional Sales Leader
 (205) 233-1658

SNAP
• Strong injection molded polypropylene  construction
• Lightweight plastic construction and  inboard lifting lugs 

allow for easy  delivery and handling
• Structurally  

reinforced  
access ports   
eliminate  
distortion  
during  
installation 
and pump-outs

• Reinforced  
structural ribbing and fiberglass bulkheads offer additional  
strength

• Can be installed with 6” to 48”  of cover
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From the President
From the AOWA President

Alan Astin
AOWA President

I hope your summer is off  to a great start! 

Though you can feel the heat in the air, it’s hard to believe we 
are already approaching August.  

The AOWA has a lot of things going on that we are excited to share with you. 

After a successful Trade Show in March at the Event Center in Orange Beach, AL, we are 
now working on the 2020 show.  We are in the process of determining a 2020 location 
and will be making an announcement later in August.  Stayed tuned for further details. 

Helping Hands Across Alabama (HHAA) completed its fi rst project April 16 in Monroe 
County.  We are diligently working to fulfi ll the requests of other applications. 

Don’t forget to register for the upcoming continuing education and licensing courses.  
Location and registration information can be found in this magazine and on the website. 

Recently, you received a mailer asking to update your contact information including your 
mobile number and email address.  Please fi ll this out and mail it back to us.  We want 
to keep all our members updated on AOWA activities.  We are communicating via email 
much more as it is inexpensive and quick (compared to mailings).       

Tornado relief eff orts are still in process in Lee County.  To date we have raised over 
$5,000 for the Disaster Assistance Relief Program and AOWA has matched those funds.  
We will continue to provide updates as we work to assist in repairing the damage 
caused by the storm.  If you would like to make a donation, please visit 
www.aowainfo.org. Every little bit helps! 

The AOWA is working for each and every one of you on the legislative front.  In this 
edition of the AOWA News, you will fi nd some of the most recent legislative updates.  
Remember, we are here for YOU as a member of this industry. 

As always, thank you all for your eff orts in keeping the AOWA a successful, supportive 
association for its members and others in the Onsite Septic System Industry. 

Let’s keep up the hard work! 

Alan
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W E W A N T   Y O U   T O   H E A R   F R O M   U S !
UPDATE YOUR MEMBERSHIP INFO TODAY

The Alabama Onsite Wastewater Association is on a mission to update all of our members 
contact information. In the day and age of computers and phones being the primary mode of 
communication, we are striving to collect all of our members email addresses so you can be 
included in our most up to date AOWA communications. Below is an AOWA Member information 
update form. Please be sure to fill it out in its entirety with your mailing and email address and 
send back to the AOWA office (P.O. Box 10, Lanett, AL 36863) by August 30, 2019. 

If you should have any questions please don’t hesitate to reach out to Abby Burns, AOWA 
Membership Coordinator at aburns@asginfo.net or call us at 334-396-3434.

UPDATE YOUR AO WA MEMBERSHIP  
CONTACT IN FORMAT ION TO DAY!

C O M P A NY  N A M E:  
N A M E:  
ADDRESS: 

CITY:    STATE: ZIP: 

AOWB LICENSE #  ( If applicable)

HOME COUNTY OF BUSINESS:

EMAIL ADDRESS:  

OFFICE PHONE #:       MOBILE PHONE #: 

NATURE OF BUSINESS:   Install / Repair            Pump Portable Restrooms Manufacture Tanks

Please fill out the membership information update form below and mail to: P.O. Box 10, Lanett, AL 36863 

W E   W A N T   Y O U   T O   H E A R   F R O M   U S !
UPDATE YOUR MEMBERSHIP INFO TODAY

The Alabama Onsite Wastewater Association is on a mission to update 
all of our members contact information. In the day and age of computers 
and phones being the primary mode of communication, we are striving 
to collect all of our members email addresses so you can be included in 
our most up to date AOWA communications. Below is an AOWA Member 
information update form. 

Please be sure to fill it out in its entirety with your mailing and email 
address and send back to the AOWA office (P.O. Box 10, Lanett, AL 36863) 
by August 30, 2019. 

If you should have any questions please don’t hesitate to reach out to Abby 
Burns, AOWA Membership Coordinator at aburns@asginfo.net or call us at 
334-396-3434.

Thank You!
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Greetings licensees!  

The AOWB is committed to 
regulating the industry.  All 
licensees should be treated 
equally and standards should 
be the same for all.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to 
talk about Advanced Level II 
Installers and their responsibility 
regarding decentralized systems.

Numerous inquiries have 
been received at the AOWB in 
regards to “who can do what” 
on a decentralized system.  The 
Code of Alabama 628-X-3-.01 
states in part: The Advanced 
Level II Installers License is to 
allow for all work done under 
the Basic and Advanced Level 
I Installers License and for the 
installation, servicing, replacing 
lids, repairing, or maintaining 
all systems 1801 GPD and 
above, including, multiple 
pump systems with timed 
dosing requirements and other 
advanced technology systems. 

The Alabama Onsite Wastewater 
Board further clarifi ed at its 
quarterly board meeting 
on April 25th, 2019, that the 
requirement includes that 
the infrastructure and septic 
tanks that are installed shall be 
installed by an Advanced Level 
II Installer of the Alabama Onsite 
Wastewater Board.  This shall 
include large fl ow systems as 
defi ned by the current State 
Board of Health Onsite Sewage 
and Disposal Rules 420-3-1; and 
shall also include decentralized 
wastewater systems permitted 
by the State Board of Health 
Onsite Sewage and Disposal 
Rules 420-3-1 and decentralized 

wastewater systems with 
Underground Injection Control 
(UIC) permits issued by the 
Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management.  

Long story short: From the 
beginning of the decentralized 
system AND to the end of 
the decentralized system, all 
work on the system shall be 
completed by an Advanced 
Level II Installer.  This includes 
the infrastructure and setting the 
septic tanks.  

Individuals violating this rule will 
be subject to discipline of the 
Alabama Onsite Wastewater 
Board.  

What does your Pumper 
License allow you to do?  

To clarify the pumpers license 
to the industry – it allows you 
to pump, service, replace 
lids, repair or maintain the 
component parts of a septic 
tank, sewage tank or grease trap.  

What does repair or maintain 
the component parts of a 
septic tank mean?  Repairing or 
replacing risers, replacing tees 
and fi lters, or cleaning fi lters 
on a septic tank, sewage tank, 
or grease trap.  Pumpers shall
not replace pumps associated 
with septic tanks, sewage tanks 
or grease traps.  Pumps shall 
be replaced by an installer and 
cannot be replaced by pumpers 
or plumbers.  This is a violation 
that is subject to discipline of 
the Alabama Onsite Wastewater 
Board.

I am confi dent that the above 
information will assist with any 
concerns you may have had 
regarding the Level II Installer 
and Pumper License – If you 
need additional information, 
please feel free to contact me at 
any time.

I encourage you all to visit our 
website for more information, 
such as forms, disciplinary 
actions, upcoming events and 
the roster search.  

As always, if there is anything 
the AOWB can assist you with, 
please feel free to contact us 
anytime!

Sincerely,

Melissa Hines
Executive Director 
Alabama Onsite Wastewater 
Board 

News from the AOWB TM

PEI

Presby Environmental, Inc.
An Infiltrator Water Technologies Company presbyenvironmental.com • info@presbyeco.com • (800) 473-5298
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TM

RESIDENTIAL • COMMUNITY • COMMERCIAL 

Passive Onsite Wastewater Passive Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment Systems 

• Treatment and Dispersal in One Small Footprint
• No Electricity, No Moving Parts
• Low Maintenance – No Replacement Media

Advanced Enviro-Septic® (AES) passively creates  
a powerful ecosystem that constantly digests  
wastewater contaminants. Along with Presby’s  wastewater contaminants. Along with Presby’s  
other patented features, AES also has the  other patented features, AES also has the  
Bio-Accelerator® fabric which speeds up the  
development of the biomat and allows for  
distribution of wastewater along the entire length  
of the pipes. AES Treatment System has been proven to 
remove up to 99% of wastewater contaminants without 
using any electricity or replacement media 

PEI

Presby Environmental, Inc.
An Infiltrator Water Technologies Company presbyenvironmental.com • info@presbyeco.com • (800) 473-5298

Ridges

Geotextile

Plastic Fiber Mat

 (AES) passively creates  
a powerful ecosystem that constantly digests  
wastewater contaminants. Along with Presby’s  

 fabric which speeds up the  

distribution of wastewater along the entire length  
of the pipes. AES Treatment System has been proven to 
emove up to 99% of wastewater contaminants without 

Ridges

Geotextile

Plastic Fiber Mat
Bio-AcceleratorBio-Accelerator®

Skimmer 
Tabs

ADVANCED ENVIRO-SEPTIC COMPONENTS



8   AOWA news  |  Summer 2019

ADPH Announcements

Hello All!

The Bureau of Environmental Services has been 
given clearance by our legal counsel to move 
forward with updating our current Onsite Sewage 
Disposal Systems (OSDS) Rules and Regulations.  

The Bureau is currently holding workshops 
with senior and seasoned environmentalists to 
effectively review the current Rules from beginning 
to end in making sure all mistakes are found and 
noted.  At the appropriate time, invitations will 
be emailed to selective industry, academia, and 
other interested parties to ensure all have an 
opportunity for input when we come together in 
the boardroom.  

The goal is to make the revised Rules easy to 
understand and to delete unnecessary language, 
requirements, and redundancies.  So, AOWA 
members, please assist the Bureau by providing 

constructive input to 
your District 
Representative so that 
he/she can bring the 
information to us and 
effective discussions can take place.  

Sincerely, 

 
Sherry Bradley 
Director, Bureau of 
Environment Services,  
Alabama Department of  
Public Health 
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DON’T FORGET TO REGISTER 
for the upcoming 

Continuing Education classes!

September 26 - 27, 2019 
Lake Guntersville State Park | Guntersville, AL

7:15 am – Registration  | 8:00 am – Class begins 

November 21 - 22, 2019 
Joe Wheeler State Park | Rogersville, AL

7:15 am – Registration  | 8:00 am – Class begins 

Register online at www.aowainfo.org or call (334) 396-3434



10   AOWA news  |  Summer 2019

Summer has officially arrived! It seems like only 
a short while ago it was nice and mild during the 
day and comfortably cool at night. The power bill 
was low and the spring rain was plentiful. In fact, 
the rain was so plentiful that it was becoming a 
bit of a nuisance and a real thorn in the side of 
everyone’s work schedules. Now the big spring 
rains have stopped and we even had a little mini-
drought to end spring and bring on the summer. 

The biggest event of the year, the Trade Show, 
has come and gone, and with the exception of 
some licensing classes here at the Training Center 
and a class or two on the road, summer time is the 
time to focus on other things before the fall run of 
classes gets under way later this year. Hopefully, 
for you, this is the busiest time of the year, and I 
hear less from you all because you’re too busy 
trying to catch up and make all that good weather 
money while the sun shines! 

While classes are slow, the education committee 
has begun work on re-working the Advanced 
Level II class. The new version of the class should 
be ready to roll for 2020. Like the Advanced 
Level I class, the new Advanced Level II class 
will involve the use of a new textbook and the 
new version will move to a three-and-a-half-day 
format that includes a written exam and field 
exam. Stay tuned for more information about the 
class and how to get the textbook later in the year. 

Please check this issue for the schedule of our 
remaining 2019 classes. We have one continuing 
education class this summer that will be held 
at Lakepoint State Park in Eufaula, Alabama 
on July 9-10. This class falls on a Tuesday and 
Wednesday, so be aware of that should you 
decide to attend. Virtually all of our classes are on 
Thursdays and Fridays; however, we were not able 
to book the Eufaula class that way this year. 

For those of you who missed the Trade Show and 
still need your continuing education, please make 
plans to attend a class as soon as possible. Again, 
we will be in Eufaula July 9-10, then our regularly 
scheduled North Alabama classes at Lake 
Guntersville State Park September 26-27 and Joe 
Wheeler State Park November 21-22. If you aren’t 
able to attend a class in person, see us about 
getting registered for our online class offerings. I 
look forward to seeing you on the road later this 
year. Have a great summer!

Best Regards,

Allen

Let’s Talk Training

Allen Tartt
AOWA Training Director
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Provides superior quality septic system installation, 
repairs, and maintenance for commercial and 

residential properties in Alabama. 

Shane Duncan
334-561-3864

kessenvironmental@gmail.com
kessenvironmental.com

Pike Road, AL  36064
P.O. Box 64064

KESS Environmental Services LLC
Licensed, Insured, & Bonded

Septic Tanks • Water Cisterns 
Pump Tanks • Holding Tanks  

Rain Water Harvesting

BEST TANK.  BEST WARRANTY.  BEST SYSTEM.

•	 For water cistern, pump, holding, rainwater or septic tank
•	 Low profile
•	 No water for backfilling required

Setting the standards for all other tanks.		The Roth MultiTank®		offers undisputed best-in-class
status and the highest brand recognition of any tank in the market.		�e only tank you will 
ever need. 

OurOur multi-layered tank
construction,construction, consisting of
virginvirgin material surrounded
byby 3 layers of protection.

Multi Usage

•	 Lifetime* Corrosion Protection and 5 years of Labor Insurance Coverage

Multi Layer
•	 Inner layer of FDA approved virgin HDPE, two inside layers of PE for improved stability,

plus one outer layer of black and UV-stabilized PE
•	 100% watertight
•	 Strongest & heaviest poly tank on the market

Multi Coverage

Roth Global Plastics
www.roth-america.com

866-943-7256 *see warranty for details

Does the AOWA have your 
email address? 

Please call: 
(334) 396-3434 
or email: 
aburns@asginfo.net 
to update your contact 
information.

Keep up to date on AOWA 
planning and activities – 

Minutes from AOWA Board 
meetings are now posted on 
the web site!

www.aowainfo.org  
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Left, is a photo of Marc Geiger out in the field on one of his 
septic installation jobs.

Marc Geiger grew 
up on a small farm 
in Beauregard, 

Alabama, where he enjoyed small-town life.  
After graduating high school, he decided to join 
the military, where he spent a little over eight 
years in the Air Force, working on aircrafts.  Marc 
was first stationed at Tyndall Air Force Base in 

Taking Each Day in Stride: A Motto for My Life
Written by Jenna Jones, AOWA News Coordinator

Marc Geiger, owner 
of Geiger’s Septic and 
Port-A-Jon Services

Panama City, Florida.  This would be the first of 
many assignments in his time with the military.  
In 1988, while serving in Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, Marc made the decision to leave 
the military and return home.  “I honestly just 
missed digging in the dirt and working out in 
the field,” Marc commented.  Upon returning 
home, Marc attended Southern Union State 
Community College, where he received his 
Electrician degree.  He could always be found 
working outside, clearing land and installing 
septic systems, two things he truly enjoyed 
doing. 

In 2003, Marc started his business, Geiger’s 
Backhoe & Septic System, providing septic 
repairs and installations to Lee and surrounding 
counties.  Though he did not become an 
electrician as previously planned, his degree 
was no waste of time.  Marc claims he still uses 
the knowledge he gained in school in his every 
day work.  A few years ago, Marc and his wife, 
Cindy started providing portable toilets at their 
job sites.  It was then that a new element to the 
family business was created.  Now, in its fourth 
year, Geiger’s Port-A-Jon’s & Septic Service is 
a combined service, offering port-a-jon rentals 
and septic services.  

Though most of Marc’s projects are based in 
Lee County, his work can be found throughout 
six different counties in Southeast Alabama.  
“One thing you have to realize about this 
business is that you have to go where the work 
is,” Marc said.  He is also thrilled to have his wife 
and daughter assisting in the business.  “My wife 
and I try to shut down business talk at 5:00 if we 
can,” Marc said. “After that it’s Marc and Cindy 
time.”  Marc finds that it’s important to try to 
keep family and work separate. 



AOWA news  |  Summer 2019   13

Marc’s passion and commitment to his work is 
undeniable.  He and his crew spent the fourth of 
July holiday installing a septic tank for a family in 
Smith Station.  “There is no right or wrong time for 
a job to be done,” Marc said. “You just have to roll 
up your sleeves and get the work done.”  

Being a native of Lee County, his eagerness to 
provide assistance for disaster victims in the area 
came as no surprise.  After a tornado caused 
destruction across Lee County on March 3, 2019, 
Marc approached the AOWA Board asking for 
assistance by creating a program to aid in disaster 
relief efforts in Lee County.  The AOWA Board 
agreed to create the Disaster Victim Assistance 
Program, a program that would call for volunteers, 
equipment, and cash donations in assisting with 
the rebuild efforts.  The Board also agreed to 
match donations up to $5,000, a goal that has 
since been met.  

To date, two homes have been rebuilt and 
provided with new septic systems.  The Fuller 
Center, creator of Habitat for Humanity, can be 
credited with building both homes.  One septic 
tank was donated by Jim Hovey; the other by 
Alan Astin.  Michael Patrick with Southern Soils 
donated all of the soil testing for both projects.  

Pictured is one of the Geiger’s Septic Tank & Port-A-Jon Service trucks used in the field. 

Installation of a new septic system for one of the  
Disaster Relief families in Lee County. 
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“We can expect to see 10 more homes built 
between now and September,” Marc said.  Marc 
has also given a good bit of his own time and 
money to the cause, donating over 50 portable 
toilets to donation centers and rescue areas.  
Marc is grateful to Alan Astin, who has assisted 
with repairs and installations, and to Rhonda 
McMichael for donating over 20 portable toilets to 
a benefit concert in Lee County.  “Thank you to all 
of the AOWA Board members for their assistance 
with the disaster relief efforts in Lee County,” Marc 
said. “We couldn’t do what we do without your 
support.”

Marc can also be credited with his time spent 
with Helping Hands Across Alabama, formerly 
the TRAC Program.  These projects focus on 
low-income families that are in need of repairs 
or installations to their septic systems.  Marc 
provides his own crew members to assist in these 
projects, which can provide Continuing Education 
credit to those in need of hours. 

Marc’s favorite part of his job is educating others.  
Whether he’s preparing a young family to install 
a septic system on their first home, or mentoring 

a young person interested in getting into the 
industry, Marc is always happy to teach.  “I’ve been 
blessed in my life, so I just want to do what I can 
to give back,” Marc said.  “It can be challenging to 
find the right help in this industry, so relationships 
are important.”

Though his business is very demanding, Marc 
enjoys deer hunting, fishing, fellowshipping with 
friends, and spending time with his four children 
and seven grandchildren. 

Marc is currently serving in his third year on the 
AOWA Board and has been a member since 
2007.  When asked why he decided to join AOWA, 
Marc replied, “I decided to join AOWA to gain 
knowledge about the industry. I then decided 
to join the Board as a way to give back to the 
industry that has given so much to me.” 

One thing Marc loves about this industry is the 
comradery it brings to those that are a part of it.  
The relationships he has formed will forever be a 
part of his life, whether retirement is in his future 
plans or not.  

Marc and Cindy Geiger, owners of Geiger’s Septic & Port-A-Jon Services. 
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Disaster relief efforts in Lee county.  Two houses have been rebuilt by Chattahoochee Fuller Center.

Disaster Victim Assistance Program

Photos of work in progress.
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The dedication of each of the two houses was well attended.

The Alabama Onsite Wastewater Association
Disaster Victim Assistance Fund 

UPDATE

The Alabama Onsite Wastewater Association’s (AOWA) Disaster 
Victim Assistance program originally created to provide assistance to 
the tornado victims in Lee County and other areas of Alabama in their 
recovery and rebuilding efforts with on-site sewerage system 
replacements and repairs has been dubbed a success! At this time we 
have raised $10,330 in monetary and product donations! 

We all know disasters can strike at any moment. We also know that Septic system materials and repairs can be very expensive. 
That being said we are still in need of donations. Marc Geiger, AOWA Disaster Victim Assistance Program Chairman said, “We 
need all Alabama licensed installers and members of our industry to support this program. Anyone can help with this effort 
through a financial contribution to the fund or offer of services. We need contractors to help coordinate the actual repair or 
replacement of systems. It is heart breaking to see the devastation and destruction our fellow citizens have suffered. We want 
to help ease the pain just a little.” Donations can be made via our website: aowainfo.org

Individuals needing assistance with the repair or replacement of their septic system due to damage from a disaster can fill out a 
request online at www.aowainfo.org or contact the AOWA office at 334-396-3434 or email aburns@asginfo.net. 

The Alabama Onsite Wastewater Association

Victim Assistance program originally created to provide assistance to 
the tornado victims in Lee County and other areas of Alabama in their 

replacements and repairs has been dubbed a success! At this time we 
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2019 Session of the Alabama Legislature  
Comes to a Close 
The 2019 Regular Session of the Alabama 
Legislature ended on Friday, May 31.  It has been a 
busy few months, including a brief recess to hold 
a special session within the regular session.  And 
there were a lot of issues tackled this session, 
which is not unusual for the first year of a new term.

Soon after convening for the Regular Session, 
members took a recess in order for Governor 
Ivey to call a special session on her infrastructure 
proposal.  The 10 cent per gallon increase that 
passed will be implemented over three years 
beginning this fall.  In addition to roads and bridges, 
the Port of Mobile will also see improvements 
from the $320 million per year the new gas tax is 
expected to generate.

Summary of General Issues

The Education and General Fund budgets were 
both healthy this year, finally making strides in 
getting back to the level of funding that was 
provided before the recession for many priorities.  
The $7.1 billion Education budget included a 4% 
raise for teachers and support staff, as well as 
increases for pre-K, K-12, community colleges and 
state universities.  The General Fund budget, at $2.1 
billion, included a 2% raise for state employees and 
additional funds for most state agencies.

Broadband was a hot topic this session, and a bill 
passed to allow electric utility companies to use 
their existing infrastructure, along with a $20 million 
state grant program, to provide broadband service 
to rural communities.  

Unemployment benefits will see changes after 
a bill to shorten the maximum time to receive 
benefits.  Under the new proposal, when 
unemployment is at or below 6.5%, the maximum 
time to receive benefits is 14 weeks.  With each 
.5% increase in the unemployment rate, the 
unemployed will receive an additional week of 
benefits, and the maximum is now set at 20 weeks.  
Prior to the bill passing, the maximum was 26 
weeks. Those that take advantage of job training 

programs can get an additional five weeks of 
benefits.  Beginning in 2020, the weekly benefit 
amount increases from $265 to $275.

Some other issues passed by the Alabama 
Legislature this session include:

 X Constitutional amendment to give voters 
the choice to change to an appointed 
state school board.

 X Marriage license will no longer be issues 
by probate judges; instead couples 
will sign affidavits that will be filed with 
county officials.

 X One of the most restrictive abortion bills 
in the country, passed in an attempt to 
get the U. S. Supreme Court to overturn 
Roe v. Wade.

 X Jail food funds can no longer be 
pocketed by sheriffs.

 X Requirement that students read 
proficiently by 3rd grade or risk being 
retained. Additional resources were 
provided in the budget to enhance 

 X Seat belt requirement for all passengers

 X Pardon & Parole Board changes

 X Vaping regulations

 X Equal pay bill

One issue that was not addressed in the regular 
session, but is expected to be the focus of a special 
session later this year, is prison reform.  Most 
people think of building new prisons when the 
issue is raised, but other aspects of the problem 
are sentencing reform and mental health. 

The lottery failed again this session.  The 
opponents are from a variety of viewpoints with 
some opposing gambling, others opposing how the 
proceeds are spent and a few who want to make 
sure changes in the law don’t affect local laws they 
have on gambling.  The bill passed the Senate, but 
died in the House.

Legislative Update 
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Legislative Update 

Bills of Interest to AOWA

A brief summary of legislation that passed during the 2019 regular session is listed below.  These are bills 
that may be of particular interest to members of AOWA.

AOWB Sunset Bill – Act #2019-73

HB 111 by Rep. Sanderford has been enacted.  It 
extends the operation of the Onsite Wastewater 
Board for one year.  The board will be considered 
for another extension when the Sunset Committee 
meets over the summer.  That committee makes 
recommendations on the length of the extension 
each state board receives, which is then forwarded 
to the Legislature for approval.  

Lowndes County; Require Connection to public/
private sewage systems – Act #2019-95

HB 206 by Rep. Lawrence has been enacted.  
The legislation authorizes the Lowndes County 
Commission to require property owners to connect 
to public sanitary sewer systems, where available.  
It also authorizes the county commission to require 
properties where public sewer is not available to 
connect to private disposal systems that conform 
to the rules of the State Board of Health.

Occupational Licenses – Act #2019-464

SB 163 by Sen. Cam Ward has been enacted.  It 
creates a process for a person who has been 
convicted of a crime to petition the circuit court 
for an order of limited relief; and to prohibit an 
occupational licensing board or commission from 
automatically denying a certificate or license if an 
individual has a valid order.

CDLs for 18-20-year-old drivers – Act #2019-249

HB 479 by Rep. Dexter Grimsley has been enacted.  
It allows Alabama to issue Class A commercial 
driver licenses, limited to intrastate travel, to 
applicants at least 18 years of age and under 21. 

One-Call Notification System Changes – Act 
#2019-407

SB 315 by Sen. Dan Roberts has been enacted.  It 
mandates membership in the One-Call Notification 
System for operators of underground utilities, with 
a sunset provision on this aspect of the legislation.  
It also requires the system to submit an annual 
report of operations and financial review to the PSC, 
provides limited immunity after notification under 
certain conditions, and creates the Underground 
Damage Prevention Fund.

Equal Pay Bill – Act #2019-519

HB 225 by Rep. Adline Clark has been enacted.  
It requires equal pay for equal work unless the 
differential is based upon an exception such 
as a seniority or merit system.  The bill applies 
to employers, including the state and any of its 
political subdivisions.  

Eliminating Legal Barriers to Apprenticeships 
Act – Act #2019-527

HB 570 by Rep. Terri Collins has been enacted.  It 
is aimed at students ages 14-17 and provides that 
an occupational licensing authority cannot require 
a testing standard for an apprentice that is different 
from other applicants.  

Alabama Industry Recognized and Registered 
Apprenticeship Program Act – Act #2019-506

SB 295 by Sen. Arthur Orr has been enacted.  It 
creates the Alabama Office of Apprenticeship 
within the Department of Commerce to administer 
state programs.  It also increases the tax credit 
amount for employing an apprentice.
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AOWA Membership Benefits

“It’s an honor and privilege to represent our group. The people 
in our industry are the salt of the earth and back bone of 
America. Representing strong ethical values and the dream of 
entrepreneurship at the grass roots level.”

Ronda McMichael, District 4

“I believe the AOWA, at its core, is a means in which installers, 
soil professionals, product manufacturers, and regulators can 
come together for the benefit of the onsite industry in Alabama.  
I am proud to serve on the board as the ADPH representative 
and I look for forward to continuing our work as the industry 
continues to evolve.”
 
Matt Conner, Alabama Department of Public Health 

“As your District 2 Representative on the Board, I feel that I am 
your liaison between professionals in the industry and regulators 
to address and solve problems that you may encounter and 
help resolve the issues. It is also my desire to be your voice and 
promote our industry and promote us as true professionals. 
Working together we can move our industry into the 21st 
century.”

Chris Gulley, District 2 
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PRESIDENT
Alan Astin
Davis Concrete
P.O. Box 697
Phenix City, AL 36868-0697
Office (334) 298-4620
Cell: (706) 442-6974
davisconcrete1@att.net

DISTRICT 3
VACANT

DISTRICT 9
Bryan Connell
Connell Septic Tank Service
P.O. Box 230
Milry, AL 36558
Office: (251) 846-2610
Cell: (251) 242-0597
bryanconnell6172011@gmail.com

AT LARGE 4
Brent Bradshaw
1514 Harris Rd.
Elmore, AL 36025
Cell (334) 657-0363
Cell (334) 657-0438
bskcsoilandseptic@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Dale Mask
Dale’s Septic Service Inc. 
5151 Mt. Hebron Rd.
Eclectic, AL 36024
Home: (334) 857-3828
dmask@windstream.net

DISTRICT 4
Ronda McMichael
Wise Environmental Solutions
Dba Annes Cans
P.O. Box 1061
Trussville, AL 35173
Office: (205) 655-5546
Cell: (256) 310-1940
Ronda@wiseenviro.com
Ronda@annescans.com

DISTRICT 10
Scott Ellenburg
166 Ellenburg Drive,
Suite 1
Dothan, AL 36303
Office: (334) 792-9546
Cell: (334) 796-7019
sre7019@gmail.com

ADPH
Matt Conner
Alabama Dept of Public Health
3060 Mobile Highway
Montgomery, AL 36108
Office (334) 567-1171 
Cell: (334) 462-5655
Fax: (334) 293-6410
matthew.conner@adph.state.al.us

SECRETARY
Derrick Hutchins
Hutchins Backhoe and Septic
2622 Goodwater Hwy
Sylacauga, AL 35150
Office (256) 404-5376
Cell (256) 404-5376
hutchinssepticservice@live.com

DISTRICT 5
Craig Gall
Mitchell Concrete Specialties
P. O. Box 36
Saginaw, AL 35137
Phone: (205) 663-3652
craig@mitchellconcrete.net

DISTRICT 11
Keith Turner
Allen's Septic Tank Service
PO Box 756
Citronelle, AL 36522
Phone: (251) 895-7243
allenturnerseptic@gmail.com

ENGINEER
VACANT

TREASURER
Michael Dansby 
Alabama Dumpster 
P.O. Box 279
Hope Hull, AL 36043
Office: 334-288-1500
Fax: (334) 265-5636
Cell: (334) 558-3389
mdansby@alabamadumpster.com

DISTRICT 6
Randy Anderson
Mazama Services
1009 West 34th St. Anniston, AL 
36201
Office: (256) 831-7220
Cell: (256) 477-0378
randy@mazamaservices.com

AT LARGE 1
Chris Wells
Wells Septic Tank, Inc 
21165 US-231
Pell City, AL 35125
Phone: (205) 338-8590
wellsseptic@aol.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Charles Hall
AOWA
P.O. Box 10
Lanett, AL 36863
Phone: (334) 396-3434
chall@asginfo.net

DISTRICT 1
VACANT

DISTRICT 7
David Mastin
KESS Environmental Services 
LLC.
2051 Cantelou Rd.
Montgomery, AL 36108
Cell: (334) 207-3525 
Davidmastin3@gmail.com 

AT LARGE 2
Roger Youngblood
Youngblood Enterprises
P.O. Box 147
Adamsville, AL 35005
Office: (205) 674-5696
Fax: (205) 674-5695
Cell: (205) 966-2726
Rogerdyoungblood@bellsouth.net

TRAINING DIRECTOR
Allen Tartt
UWA Station 7
Livingston, AL 35470-2099
Office 205-652-3803
Fax: (205) 652-3831
Cell: (205) 213-1667
atartt@uwa.edu

DISTRICT 2
Chris Gulley
Gulley Construction
119 Olcott Ave.
Bridgeport, AL 35772
Office: (256) 437-8691
Cell: (256) 608-8771
chris@gulleyconstructionllc.com 

DISTRICT 8
Marc Geiger
Geiger’s Backhoe & Septic
881 Lee Rd. 375
Valley, AL 36854
Office: (334)749-9810
Cell: (334) 559-5418
gbss1121@att.net

AT LARGE 3
Terry White
White Systems Inc.
2300 18th St N.
Bessemer, AL 35020
Phone: (205) 425-3711
whitesystemsinc@bellsouth.net

2019 - 2020
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THE ALABAMA ONSITE WASTEWATER ASSOCIATION 

ONLINE CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES 
2019 REGISTRATION FORM

Name: ___________________________________________________________ Date______________________ 

Company Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________ State: ____________________   Zip:_______________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ Email: _________________________________________________ 

Make check or money order payable to “AOWA”.  
There will be no refunds and no transfers.   

There will be a $30.00 fee for all returned checks. No exceptions!

REGISTRATION FEES: 
Registration includes training material and attendance certification. 

Mail Payment & Registration Fee  to: 

Allen Tartt 
University of West Alabama 

UWA Station 7 
Livingston, Alabama 35470-2099 

Online 
education 

only! 

For more information contact Allen Tartt (205) 652-3803 

Basic Inst./Pumper/Man      (6 hrs) 

(AOWA Members)   

$260.00 

$210.00 

Advanced Inst. Level 1   (8 hrs) $315.00 

$265.00 

Advanced Inst. Level 2  (10 hrs) $380.00 

$330.00 

Portable Restroom Only (4 hrs) 

(AOWA Members) 

$190.00 

$140.00 
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THEALABAMAONSITEWASTEWATERASSOCIATION
TRAINING CENTER

CONTINUINGEDUCATION COURSES
2019 REGISTRATION FORM

Name: ___________________________________________________________ Date______________________

Company Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ State: ____________________   Zip:_______________________

Phone: _______________________________Email:_______________________________________________

REGISTRATION FEES:
Registration includes training material and attendance certification.

Mail Form and Registration Fee (see chart to the right) to:

AOWA Training Program
P.O. Box 10

Lanett, AL  36863

Basic Inst./Pumper/Man  (6 hrs)
(AOWA Members)     

$220.00
$170.00

Advanced Inst. Level 1  (8 hrs)
(AOWA Members)     

$265.00
$215.00

Advanced Inst. Level 2  (10 hrs)
(AOWA Members)     

$320.00
$270.00

Portable Restroom Only (4 hrs)
(AOWA Members)     

$160.00
$110.00

Make check or money order payable to “AOWA”. 
There will be no refunds and no transfers.  

There will be a $30.00 fee for all returned checks. No exceptions!
Registration deadlines for the classes are always 2 weeks  prior to class.

If your registration is not postmarked by 2 weeks before your scheduled class, 
you will be charged a $50.00 late fee. 

INDICATE  WHICH  CLASS  YOU  WANT  BY  MARKING  THE BOX

March 14-15, 2019 Orange Beach Event Center, Orange Beach, AL
      (TRADE SHOW)  Thursday & Friday

July  9-10, 2019             * Lakepoint State Park / 104 Old Hwy 165 / Eufaula, AL 

September 26-27, 2019  * Lake Guntersville State Park / 7966 Hwy 227/Guntersville, AL

November 21-22, 2019  * Joe Wheeler State Park/ 4403 McLean Dr. / Rogersville, AL

Note:      Only one licensee per member company is entitled to the $50 discount.
Other licensees at the member company must pay full price. 

For information and registration for online continuing education courses contact 
Allen Tartt (205) 652-3803

(DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR ONLINE EDUCATION)

*Eight hours of Continuing Education will be offered on Thursday. Six hours will be offered on Friday.
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IMPORTANT!!!  IN ADDITION TO THE TRAINING CLASS FEE, YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO PAY A  
SEPARATE EXAMINATION FEE TO THE ALABAMA ONSITE WASTEWATER BOARD (AOWB)  
Mail to AOWB, P.O. Box 10, Lanett, AL 36863 
YOU WILL ALSO BE  REQUIRED TO SHOW A PHOTO IDENTIFICATION CARD WHEN YOU TAKE THE TEST. 

• Make check or money order payable to “AOWA”.
• There will be no refunds and no transfers.
• There will be a fee of $30 for all returned checks.
• Registration deadlines for the classes are always 2 weeks before the scheduled date of any class.
• If your registration is not postmarked by 2 weeks before your scheduled class, you will be charged a

$50.00 late fee.

INDICATE  WHICH  CLASS  YOU  WANT  BY  MARKING  IN  DATE BOX: 
NOTE: All Licensing Courses will be held at the AOWA Training Center, University of West Alabama, 

Livingston, Alabama   (205) 652-3803 

Basic Installer Licensing                Nov. 5-8, 2019  
(The Basic Installer class will be limited to the first 15 Registered Attendees) 

Pumper Licensing Classes   Sept. 4-5, 2019 

Advanced Installer Level I Class      Oct. 8-11, 2019 

Advanced Installer Level II Class       Dec. 3-6, 2019  

Manufacturing Class  (Please call   (334) 396-3434) 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Company Name:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________   State: _____________   Zip: _____________ 

Phone: __________________________________________Email:__________________________________ 

LICENSING COURSES 
2019 REGISTRATION FORM 

THE ALABAMA ONSITE WASTEWATER ASSOCIATION 
TRAINING CENTER  

REGISTRATION FEES: 
Registration includes training material  

and attendance certification. 
Mail Form and Registration Fee (see chart to the right) to: 

AOWA Training Program 
P.O. Box 210701 

Montgomery, AL  36121 

Basic Installer Class $425.00 

Pumper Licensing Class $300.00 

Manufacturer Licensing Class $300.00 

*Advanced Installer Class Level I
 Four Day Class and price includes text book

$500.00 
$425.00 

Advanced Installer Level II Class 
(AOWA Members) 

$375.00 
$300.00 
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2019 Alabama Onsite Wastewater Association Membership Form 

P.O. Box
Lanett, AL 36863
(334) 396-3434

New Membership Renewal Membership
Please do not put “Same as Last Year”. Thank you.

Date

Company Name No. of Employees

Owner or Contact Person

Address

City State Zip_ Phone No. ( )_

Fax ( ) E-mail Web Address

Home County of Business Other Counties Work in ___

Nature of Business: (Check all that apply to your business.)

Install / Repair Pump Portable Restrooms Manufacture Tanks

Please select a Membership Category: 
General Membership Category ($100): General Members include any person, firm, association, 
corporation, partnership, or other business entity engaged in whole or in part in the manufacturing of 
septic tanks, or the installation, repair, pumping, servicing, or maintenance of septic tanks or onsite 
wastewater systems. Membership year is January to December. Membership is for the licensee only. 
AOWA General Member dues Are $100.00 per year (Jan-Dec).  Membership is extended to those in 
good standing with the Alabama Department of Public Health. Please note that 25% of AOWA
Membership dues is non-deductible for tax purposes.

Associate Membership ($150): Associate Membership shall include any person, firm, association, 
corporation, or other entity in the manufacturing, wholesale supply, distribution or sale of components 
used in the manufacturing, installation, repair or maintenance of onsite wastewater systems. Associate 
members will not be entitled to vote on business transactions of the association.

Affiliate Membership ($50): Affiliate Membership shall include any person, firm, association, corporation, 
or other entity with a common interest in the objects and purposes of the wastewater industry not meeting 
the requirements for General or Associate Membership (i.e., engineer, technical support, environmentalist, 
administrator, consultant, etc.) as approved by the Board of Directors. Affiliate members will not be entitled 
to vote on business transactions of the association.

Please enclose a check or money order payable to “AOWA”.
Alabama Onsite Wastewater Association

P.O. Box 10, Lanett, AL 
36863
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1736 West 2nd Street • Montgomery, AL 36106

General Liability • Workers Comp & Auto Insurance

Hablamos Español llama Para una cotizacion hoy!

PLEASE CALL STEVE MULLIS FOR A QUOTE TODAY!
(334) 356-2500

The Whitecotton Agency
is Now

Starr Insurance Group, LLC

Same agency, New name

Interested in Advertising with us?

Reserve your ad space today!
For more information, contact 

Rhonda Freeman at the AOWA office 

by calling (334) 396-3434






